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Dear Dallas PRSA Member,  

  
Welcome to the September Dallas PRSA Newsletter, we hope to 
see you at an upcoming event!   

  

MONTHLY LUNCHEON: September 8, 2011 

 

Ethical decision-making for PR...and for life. 
Anybody can memorize a code of ethics, but do 
you really know how to make ethical decisions?  In 
an interactive program 
Samra Bufkins, APR, 
will walk you through a solid framework for making 
sure the business decisions you make will be 
ethical, regardless of what code of ethics you 
follow. 
  
Samra has more than 20 years of experience in corporate, 
agency and government communications for the energy, 
petrochemical, healthcare and shipping industries. She is now 
lecturer in strategic communications for the Mayborn School of 
Journalism at the University of North Texas, where she teaches 
the capstone course in ethics required of all PR and advertising 
majors and is the PRSSA faculty advisor.  She was Accreditation 
Chair for the Dallas chapter from 2007-2010 and now serves as 
the Dallas Chapter Ethics Chair. 
  
Register today! 
  

 

Samra 

Bufkins, 

APR 

THE FIVE: a Q&A spotlight on a member 
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Vicky Smithee, 2+ year PRSA member 
Account Executive, C. Pharr & Co. 
 
1. What is the first PR job or client account you 
ever worked on? 
I worked on a community relations campaign for an 
electric delivery company, planning events to 
encourage Texans to reduce their electric 
consumption. I was able to learn the consumer side 
by promoting energy efficiency in creative ways, but 
I also had to learn the technical aspects: state regulation of the 
utility market, metering technology and more. It was a crash 
course and showed me how complex PR can be. 
   
2. What is one piece of advice you would give new Dallas 
PRSA members and prospective members? 
Get (and stay) involved! Volunteer to support the PRSA board or 
offer to help an existing board member with his/her duties to learn 
the ropes. Attend events: you'll become more connected with 
members who can give great career advice and even help you 
along the way.  
   
3. Why are you excited about the upcoming Communications 
Summit? 
Last year's event gave me many take-aways from the speakers 
and break-out sessions, and I know this year's event will be 
another opportunity to learn. The "Digital DFW" theme 
encompasses a lot of aspects of PR and where the industry is 
going. I love the scale of the event too-- so many familiar faces, 
but a chance to meet lots of new people. 
   
4. What is on your coffee table? 
I'm a magazine junkie, so there are copies of Real Simple, Fast 
Company, Glamour, etc. Next to the coffee table is a stack of 
pages that I've torn out of said magazines so that I can file them 
for later or try a new recipe. 
   
5. If you could go anywhere tomorrow, where would you go? 
If I had a large supply of time and money, I'd be booking a flight to 
Greece. I've never been there, but a cruise around the 
Mediterranean is on my list of dream vacations. Anyone want to 
start planning?  
  

 

Vicky 

Smithee 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 
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Congratulations, members! 

  
Linda Jacobson, APR, was part of the BNSF 
Railway team recognized with a 2011 Bronze 
Anvil Award of Commendation for work on an 
employee intranet explaining positive train 
control.  Great work, Linda!   
  
Our very own Dallas PRSA treasurer, Ann Heidger, has joined 
Citrix Online as a corporate sales representative. Hats off to you, 
Ann!     
  
Linh Le, who you might remember reading about in a previous 
"The Five" profile, has just accepted a communications position at 
the American Red Cross. Congrats, Linh!  
  
Share your insight!  The annual Dallas PRSA Communications 
Summit is coming up on Friday, October 21st and we'd like to 
include memories and insight in next month's issue. Please 
share your favorite Communications Summit memories, speakers, 
topics, etc. from a past Communications Summit. Or, what you 
are most looking forward to at this year's event? 
  
We want your news! Please send any news you have to 
Leah@PharrPR.com.  
  
Get involved by serving on the board!  Contact Rachel 
Hedstrom at rachelprsa@gmail.com to learn more.  
  

SAVE THE DATE: upcoming events and 

opportunities  

  

September 8: Monthly Luncheon 
Mark your calendars now and see above section of our newsletter 
for more details. 
    

September 9: DFW Freelance Alliance Brown Bag: Is Self-
Publishing for You? 
  
At the September brown bag lunch, we'll be changing things up 
and hosting our guest panelists on Friday, September 9th. You'll 
discover the ins and outs of getting your book published and 
marketed. Panel discussion with Deanne Lachner, Editorial 
Director of Wisdom House Books; Annette Maxberry-Cararra, 
Publisher of Wisdom House Books; and Marika Flatt, Owner, PR 
by the Book. 
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Time: Special Friday Brown Bag event: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. We 
usually meet on Tuesdays, but it's Friday, Sept. 9 this time 
around. 
  
Cost: Free to members of AWC, IABC and PRSA.  Guests and 
non-members $10. 
  
Venue: North Dallas Chamber of Commerce, 10707 Preston 
Road, Dallas, TX, 75230. 
  
For more information, please contact Richard A. Solomon at 
rxsolomon@gmail.com. 
  
The Freelance Alliance (www.freelancealliance.org) is an 
umbrella organization created to better serve independent 
professionals by resource sharing between the Dallas chapters of 
The Association for Women in Communications (AWC) 
(www.awcdallas.com), International Association of Business 
Communicators (IABC) (dallas.iabc.com) and the Public Relations 
Society of America (PRSA) (www.prsadallas.org). 
  
October 21: PRSA Dallas Communications Summit: DIGITAL 
DFW 2011. 
  
A full speaker schedule will cover a broad range of topics - from 
the sometimes-dizzying pace of social media-to the daily grind of 
firms and freelancers and many topics in-between.    
Whether you are stuck using traditional promotional means, are 
already social media savvy, or find yourself somewhere in 
between, you will be mesmerized by the breakfast keynote 
speaker Shama Kabani, president of The Marketing Zen Group 
and author of The Zen of Social Media Marketing, who will kick-off 
the day's digital dialogue. In fact, Shama is blogging for 
Portfolio.com from Egypt. She is a part of a delegation sent to 
mentor young Egyptians as they set out to create new 
businesses. Be "in the know" and learn about Shama's travels 
here. Now you're armed with some good "networking chatter" 
when you are schmoozing with Shama. You're welcome! 
 
Kevin Sullivan, president of Kevin Sullivan Communications, is 
sure to land a slam-dunk as the lunchtime keynote speaker. He 
spent 18 years with the Dallas Mavericks organization, worked as 
vice president of communications for NBC Sports and as 
assistant secretary for communications at the U.S. Department of 
Education. Most impressively, Sullivan was appointed by 
President George W. Bush to serve in communications at the 
White House.  
  
If you have yet to attend the annual summit, you can expect 
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networking nirvana along with PR current events crash courses. If 
you have attended in the past, join us for a fresh line-up of 
sessions with the addition of a social hour at the end of the day! 
Look for online registration to begin in September.. 
  
Planning is underway and we are excited about making this one 
of the best summits ever!  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Please 
contact event co-chairs Rosalynn Vasquez 
(rosalynn_vasquez@yahoo.com) or Kai Stansberry 
(kai@kaistansberrypr.com) for further details on how to get 
involved. 
  

THIS MONTH IN SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

September Special Events 

Here are just a few of the special topics tied to September, as 
featured in Chase's Calendar of Events.  If you have a special 
awareness month/week/day you'd like featured in the newsletter, 
email Deirdre.Willits@synapticdigital.com.  

 Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month 
 Animal Remembrance Month 
 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder Month 
 Baby Safety Month 
 Be Kind To Editors and Writers Month 
 Chicken Month 
 Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
 College Savings Month 
 Coupon Month 
 Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month 
 Happy Cat Month 
 Head Lice Prevention Month 
 Healthy Aging Month 
 Home Furnishings Month 
 Honey Month 
 Library Card Sign-Up Month 
 Mold Awareness Month 
 Mushroom Month 
 Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month 
 People Skills Month 
 Piano Month 
 Preparedness Month 
 Rice Month 
 Self-Awareness Month 
 Shameless Promotion Month 
 Sickle Cell Month 
 Skin Care Awareness Month 
 Sports and Home Eye Safety Month 



 Strategic Thinking Month 
 Subliminal Communications Month 
 Update Your Resume Month 
 Whole Grains Month 

  
September-October 

 Hispanic Heritage Month, Natl (Sept 15-Oct 15) 

See more special events here.  

APR MESSAGE 

 

Becoming Accredited in Public Relations (APR) strengthens your 
career, your expertise and the financial benefits can be 
immediate. 

  
The PRSA Dallas chapter offers two scholarships up to $300, to 
members who successfully complete the APR process.  

 Additionally, the Southwest District now offers 10 $100 
scholarships, and  

 National PRSA offers a $100 rebate to those who become 
accredited. 

The Dallas chapter has a variety of programs to help you attain 
APR status.  Contact APR chair Rand LaVonn for details at 
Rand.LaVonn@AtmosEnergy.com.  
  

NuPros NEWS 
 

NuPRos was created for practitioners who have been in the public 
relations industry less than five years and provides opportunities 
for networking and professional development. On the third 
Thursday each month, NuPRos hosts a senior-level professional 
to share his or her knowledge and expertise in the field of public 
relations. Membership is free, and attendance to events is open to 
the general public. If you are interested in getting more involved 
and rubbing elbows with this group of young PR execs, please 
contact Lauren Venegas at Lauren@PharrPR.com. And of 
course, the NuPros Twitter feed will keep you in the loop with 
upcoming networking opportunities. Follow @dallasnupros. 
  

YOUR TWO CENTS 

 

Share your insight 
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Please let me know if you would like to provide an article or 
highlight of a recent industry event for a future newsletter. 

 
Deirdre Willits   
Newsletter chair 
Deirdre.Willits@SynapticDigital.com  
  

COMMUNICATIONS SUMMIT MEMORIES 

 

  

The most memorable Dallas PRSA Communications Summit I 
attended was also my first. Not only did I meet and connect with 
many industry pros (in fact, that is where I first met and developed 
a friendship with our Programs Chair, (Malizy Scruggs), but I also 
learned a tremendous amount during the breakout sessions. I'll 
never forget the session with CBS reporter, Ginger Allen, and her 
take on crisis communications and the media. The tips she gave 
during that session were extremely useful. To this day I still use 
her tips on how to best handle media ambushes, and I have put 
this process in to action for one of my clients on multiple 
occasions. 
  
I'm looking forward to the speakers at this year's conference, 
ready to soak in all the info. I can about digital communications. I 
just read an article in the Dallas Morning News Business section 
(check the Aug. 23rd archive or read it here) about this year's 
breakfast keynote speaker, Shama Kabani and her recent online 
entrepreneurial endeavors with women in Egypt. I'm especially 
looking forward to Shama's take on the latest trends in social 
media. I know I'll be armed with effective new tactics after 
listening to this year's line-up of speakers. 
  
I'll see you there! 
  
Leah Ekmark  
   

DFW COMMUNICATORS JOB BANK 

 

Looking for a job? Need to fill a 
position? 

Check out the DFW Communicators Job 
Bank, a collaborative project providing a 
single source of news, jobs, events and 
freelance listings for all sponsoring 
organizations.   
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ABOUT THE DALLAS CHAPTER OF PRSA    

The Dallas Chapter of PRSA serves more than 300 practitioners 
of public relations in North Texas.  The chapter was founded in 
1950, just three years after the founding of the national society.  
The chapter provides members with a variety of professional 
networking opportunities and services, such as the 
Communicator's Job Bank, a monthly newsletter, professional 
development programs, monthly luncheons and college outreach 
programs.    

 Connect with us: www.prsadallas.org  
 Facebook: PRSA Dallas on Facebook  
 LinkedIn: search PRSA Dallas Chapter 
 Twitter: @prsadallas  
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