
 

05-05-2011 07:00 AM 

Dear Dallas PRSA Member: 

PRSA Dallas eNewsletter - May 2011 
 
In this month‟s newsletter you‟ll find: 
o Details about this month‟s luncheon 
o APR message 
o News from members 
o Q&A spotlight on a member – “The Five” 
o Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 
o Member Pulse Poll – update from last month and a new poll 
o Chapter announcements and updates 
 
****************************************  
PRSA Dallas Monthly Luncheon 
Thursday, May 12, 2011 
 
"Traveling the Globe" 
Effectively using public relations and social media on a global level to connect 
audiences 
 
In a time when communications travel quickly across continents, it takes a 
combination of best practices to reach every audience at a global organization. 
As an international travel and hospitality company, Hotels.com has used public 
relations and social media tools and tactics to maintain a conversation with their 
customers around the world. Taylor Cole, APR, Director of Public Relations and 
Social Media with Hotels.com, will share how they have crossed continental 
boundaries with innovative tactics. 
 
You will learn:  
- The role public relations plays in communicating the vision of an international 
consumer brand  
- How to use integrated marketing tools to communicate to diverse audiences  
- An approach to telling your company‟s story in an engaging, meaningful (and 
sometimes unexpected) way across cultural and time zone boundaries. 
 
NOTE NEW LOCATION THIS MONTH: 
Great Wolf Lodge, 100 Great Wolf Drive, Grapevine, TX 
11:30 am: registration and networking - program begins at noon 
Register by Monday, May 9 at 5 pm at www.prsadallas.org  
 
******************************************  
APR MESSAGE 
 

http://www.prsadallas.org/


Do you want to know why PR professionals find value in the accreditation 
experience? Check out this link for blog postings on the topic: 
http://comprehension.prsa.org/?cat=68 and you can also contact our APR chair 
Rand LaVonn for details at: Rand.LaVonn@AtmosEnergy.com.  
 
*********************************************** 
MEMBER NEWS 
 
Please help us congratulate Rosalynn Vasquez on her new job as public 
relations/marketing manager at the Promise House! 
 
Congratulations to the graduating seniors of our two sponsored PRSSA 
Chapters!! We look forward to your involvement in the chapter!  
 
UNT PRSSA graduating seniors: 
o Alisha Andrews 
o Sarah Covington 
o Emily Dickens 
o Donna Douglas 
o Amoya Edwards 
o Aquia Francisco 
o Lesley Merritt 
o Niloufar Tokleh 
o Julieanne Verdes 
 
SMU PRSSA graduating seniors: 
o Sana Merchant 
o Cari Perez 
o Sydney Holt 
o Whitney Williamson 
o Christina Provost 
o Haven Shea 
o Christina DiPinto 
o Bella Geyvandova 
o Kristen Kassab 
o Natalie Novak 
o Jessica Ottis 
o Mallorie Rodak 
 
Congratulations graduating seniors!  
Be sure to connect with Chad (CSour@jacksonspalding.com) or Lauren 
(lauren.benson@dpsg.com) about membership options or to learn other ways 
you can become involved.  
 
 
Got news? Attention Dallas PRSA members, we want your news! We spend 
so much time working on our client's news that we sometimes forget to toot our 
own horns. Often characterized as a news-hungry group, help us feed those 
"appetites" and send us your news! We want to know what our members are up 
to...did you recently get a new job, were you promoted, were you quoted in an 
article; did you receive a community award or an industry accolade? Whatever 
the case may be, do tell - inquiring minds want to know. Please send any news 
you have to Leah@PharrPR.com and don't forget to send along a photo if you 
have one. We always like to put a name with a face! We look forward to getting a 
behind-the-scenes look at the good works and news from our members! 
 

http://comprehension.prsa.org/?cat=68
mailto:Rand.LaVonn@AtmosEnergy.com.
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******************************************  
THE FIVE 
Each month we‟ll feature a Q&A spotlight on a member of the chapter. This 
month we have a special treat. We are featuring two “PRSA Sweethearts,” 
husband and wife duo, Bill and Wendy Kula. They took time out to answer “The 
Five” as well as a bonus question you‟ll find at the bottom of this interview. Let‟s 
get started – meet The Kulas… 
 
PRSA Member Spotlight 
Bill Kula, APR; 24-year Dallas PRSA member 
Director-External Communications, Verizon Communications Inc. 
Wendy B. Kula, APR; 21-year Dallas PRSA member 
President, The Kula Group 
 
Who (or what) introduced you to Dallas PRSA and about how long have you 
been a part of the chapter? 
BILL: As a journalism major at the Univ. of Texas at Arlington in the late 80s, my 
PRSSA faculty advisor and professor invited me to participate in the then North 
Texas PRSA chapter‟s “Pro-Am Day.” At the time, I was shooting in the mid 70s 
so thought a round of golf with local PR professionals would be fun. Despite my 
naivety, I later learned the program was an opportunity to shadow with PR pros 
and gain insight into a career in PR. After just a few minutes with my first 
matched PR pro, I knew I was in the right place. 
WENDY: I was a journalism/marketing major at Baylor University in the late 80s. I 
was very active in our PRSSA chapter and held several officer positions through 
the years. Our faculty sponsor and professor encouraged us to participate in the 
Dallas PRSA chapter‟s “Pro-Am Day.” I met so many inspiring and successful 
professionals each time I participated in those special days. 
Meeting Bill (Kula) in 1987 at a PRSSA student conference at SMU was truly the 
best part of participating in PRSSA and the Dallas PRSA chapter. What a bonus 
is was to find a husband, build a successful career and make so many wonderful 
friends through one organization.  
 
What do you value the most about being part of Dallas PRSA and/or how 
has it helped you in your career path? 
BILL: Sharing ideas with trusted professionals, many of whom have become 
loyal and valued personal friends, over the past 25 years ranks at the top of my 
value list. During my career, I‟ve often needed to bounce ideas off colleagues 
and seek wisdom as to how best to manage a business issue from a 
communications perspective.  
WENDY: I love the lifelong professional and personal friendships I have built with 
so many outstanding communication professionals. I‟ve worked on various 
projects and shared clients with so many of our members during the years and I 
have learned so much from them. The more I put into PRSA, the more I get out 
of it. 
 
What is one piece of advice you would give new Dallas PRSA members and 
prospective members?  
BILL: Recognize that the next PRSA member with whom you speak, regardless 
of their years of experience, may someday be your boss, your client, your 
connection to a new job or even a consultant whom you hire and supervise. Build 
your personal reputational brand with others in your profession because some 
people will base their assessment of you on just a few moments of conversation.  
WENDY: Being a member allows you to interact and learn from the best public 
relations leaders in the Metroplex. The opportunity to share ideas and hold each 
other accountable to PRSA‟s professional ethics and standards is so valuable. 



With my APR designation it‟s always been so important to be able to refer to the 
PRSA Code of Ethics and stand by them with my clients. 
I always tell my interns and other young professionals to never burn a bridge 
because you never know when or where you might meet that person again. They 
might be a future client, boss or co-worker. 
 
If you could go anywhere tomorrow, where would you go? 
BILL: I‟d be in Martha‟s Vineyard wearing a long-sleeved T-shirt, sweatshirt and 
shorts at the end of a glorious cobalt sky beach day enjoying a purple/orange 
sunset and clam bake with my wife Wendy, daughters Bethany and Grace, family 
and friends. 
WENDY: I‟d love to go back to the Princeville Resort on the north shore of Kauai 
with my husband Bill and our beautiful daughters Bethany and Grace. When I‟m 
having a stressful day I just think of relaxing there on the beach. 
 
If you could invite any three people to dinner (past or present), who would 
you choose? 
BILL: Jesus Christ, my maternal grandmother (Abuelita Josefina) whose eulogy I 
wrote and delivered, and my wife Wendy. 
WENDY: Since Bill has already invited Jesus to his dinner and I‟m also on his list 
I‟d like to add my paternal grandmother Mimi, Walter Cronkite and Princess 
Diana to our table. We‟d like a table for seven at Javier‟s please. 
 
BONUS QUESTION – Describe the essence of a professional in public 
relations. 
BILL: The ultimate responsibility of a PR professional is to provide valuable 
business counsel to clients. We can be specialists in particular areas, and for me, 
that‟s media relations - most notably crisis situations. But my job embodies much 
more than needing to be an accomplished writer, speaker, message crafter, plan 
conceptualizer, measurement tracker and expert in my industry. As I fortunately 
learned in college, a career in PR evolves over the years to the point where you 
become more of a strategist and less of a tactician, but all the while remaining 
fresh as to the latest communication models and tools. In this era, many of the 
“old rules” of interacting with the public have changed, and we‟re able to reach 
consumers much more directly than ever before. As much as I enjoy earning a 
tier one cover story about my company, it‟s just as important that I take care of 
customers as if they were a member of my family. I strive daily to be a major part 
of making our customers „experience enjoyable and one they will freely and 
willingly share with others. 
WENDY: Having a variety of clients through the years has been fascinating. As a 
public relations consultant and strategist I have truly enjoyed learning about so 
many diverse industries and non-profits. In my career I‟ve provided counsel to so 
many different professionals including doctors, lawyers, CPAs and a variety of 
entrepreneurs whose businesses range from small to large.  
Strategizing with clients to determine their unique qualities and highlighting those 
to build their brands and reputations through strategic planning and execution is 
so empowering. We work with them with on everything from media relations and 
special events to social media and business etiquette. Whatever it takes to get 
them where they need to be.  
 
************************************************* 
SAVE THE DATE: upcoming events and opportunities  
 
May 12: PRSA Dallas monthly luncheon (details above)  
 
 



May 17: Freelance Alliance Happy Hour 
Come network with members of the Freelance Alliance during a Happy Hour 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 17, at Blue Mesa Grill in Addison. Enjoy the 
company of fellow independents and the fine beverages and food served by Blue 
Mesa. 
WHEN: 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, May 17. 
WHERE: Blue Mesa Grill, 5100 Belt Line Road, Addison, TX 75254. Blue Mesa 
is located inside the Village on the Parkway, southeast quadrant of Belt Line Rd. 
and the Dallas North Tollway. 
COST: The drinks and food you consume 
For more information, please contact Richard A. Solomon at 
rxsolomon@gmail.com. 
links: http://freelancealliance.org/ and http://www.bluemesagrill.com/locations 
 
 
May 26: Diversity & Diversions Event – NOTE date change; event is now 
Thursday, May 26.  
May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, so journey East with us as 
Destination: Diversity hosts its first-ever "Diversity & Diversions" event at the 
Crow Collection of Asian Art. PRSA members will have the opportunity to explore 
the museum's galleries dedicated to the arts and cultures of China, Japan, India 
and Southeast Asia. A tour guide will lead us through the exhibits while teaching 
us more about the history of and meaning behind several unique pieces of art. 
After the tour, guests are invited to rendezvous at nearby Tei-An Japanese Soba 
House for drinks and discussion.  
WHEN:Thursday, May 26, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.  
WHERE: Crow Collection of Asian Art, 2010 Flora Street, Dallas 
Drinks & Discussion After at Tei-An Japanese Soba House, 1722 Routh Street, 
Dallas 
Admission is FREE, but space is limited! Register online at 
www.prsadallas.eventbrite.com 
 
 
June 7: Mobilizing the Marketing Mix: Successful Strategies for Mobile Marketing 
Joint Communications Lunch 
The percentage of Americans age 12 and older who have a smartphone has 
more than doubled in the past year, from 14 percent to 31 percent of the 
population, according to a new national survey from Arbitron Inc. (NYSE: ARB) 
and Edison Research (and some expect that number to surpass 50 percent by 
the end of 2011). This rapid proliferation of smartphones has contributed to 
consumers‟ insatiable appetite for instant, on-the-go information, which means 
the opportunities for brands have never been greater, or more challenging. 
 
Join public relations and marketing professionals from IABC, PRSA and NIRI as 
senior professionals of Fleishman Hillard’s global mobile team share how and 
when consumers are going mobile, what top brands are doing in the mobile 
marketing space, and how you can develop a business case for successfully 
incorporating mobile into your marketing mix. 
 
Attendees can expect to learn: 
• What‟s working in mobile marketing 
• How specific audiences use mobile 
• How to develop the business case for mobile 
• How to measure results and ROI 
 
Details on how to register coming soon! 

mailto:rxsolomon@gmail.com.
http://freelancealliance.org/
http://www.bluemesagrill.com/locations
http://www.prsadallas.eventbrite.com/


 
 
July 21: Networking/Social Event 
Save the Date! The Dallas Chapter of PRSA will join with the Greater Fort Worth 
Chapter of PRSA on Thursday, July 21 for a joint social event that starts with a 
Cowboy Stadium tour followed by a networking happy hour, place to be 
determined. The event helps kick off the Friday, July 22 Southwest District 
QuickStart leadership program for PRSA members interested in serving on the 
local, district or national boards. Stay tuned for more details. 
 
 
Friday, October 21: PRSA Dallas Communications Summit 
Mark your calendars and spread the word! The Communications Summit will take 
place on Friday, October 21, 2011 at the Las Colinas Country Club.  
 
Planning is already underway and we are excited about making this one of the 
best summits ever! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
We are looking for individuals in the public relations/communications/ journalism 
fields who are passionate about the industry, willing to commit to three-to-four 
hours a month between February and October 2011, and can follow-up on a 
progression of tasks and see them through to completion. 
Does this sound like you? If so, we would love for you to join our team! Please 
contact event co-chairs Rosalynn Vasquez (rosalynn_vasquez@yahoo.com) or 
Kai Stansberry (kai@kaistansberrypr.com) for further details on how to get 
involved. 
 
 
This Month in Special Events:  
Here are just a few of the special topics tied to May, as featured in Chase‟s 
Calendar of Events. If you have a special awareness month/week/day you‟d like 
featured in the newsletter, email Deirdre.Willits@synapticdigital.com.  
o Allergy/Asthma Awareness Month 
o Arthritis Awareness Month 
o Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month 
o Barbecue Month 
o Bike Month 
o Family Wellness Month 
o Good Car-Keeping Month 
o Haitian Heritage Month 
o Healthy Vision Month 
o Huntington‟s Disease Awareness Month 
o Jewish American Heritage Month 
o Latino Books Month 
o Meditation Month 
o Mental Health Month 
o Military Appreciation Month 
o Motorcycle Safety Month 
o Moving Month 
o Older Americans Month 
o Salad Month 
o Salsa Month 
o Stoke Awareness Month 
o Women‟s Health Care Month 
 
********************************************  
NuPros NEWS 
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NuPros/Masters Mentor Program:  
For all those who have been participating in the mentor program, please reply to 
Lauren Venegas' NuPros feedback questions at lauren@pharrpr.com and 
Marilyn Pippin at marilyn@hopkinspr.com for Masters feedback. If you did not 
receive initial questions from either of us, please let us know. We are in the 
process of developing this year's program and would like to hear what did/didn't 
work for this past year.  
 
NuPRos was created for practitioners who have been in the public relations 
industry less than five years, and provides opportunities for networking and 
professional development. On the third Thursday each month, NuPRos hosts a 
senior-level professional to share his or her knowledge and expertise in the field 
of public relations. Membership is free, and attendance to events is open to the 
general public. If you are interested in getting more involved and rubbing elbows 
with this group of young PR execs, please contact Lauren Venegas at 
Lauren@PharrPR.com. And of course, the NuPros Twitter feed will keep you in 
the loop with upcoming networking opportunities. Follow @dallasnupros. 
 
***************************************** 
MEMBER PULSE POLL:  
 
Member tips for graduates 
Last month we asked members to share tips for upcoming graduates. Here are 
some of the tips from fellow PRSA members: 
o Join PRSA – it‟s a great way to network, meet a mentor or potential employer! 
o Manage your online presence. Check all social media sites from the 
perspective of a future boss. 
o When preparing for interviews, try to think of nontraditional questions that relate 
to your intended position.  
o Attend networking events and push yourself to connect with people you don‟t 
know – consider printing personal business cards so you can trade contact 
information more easily.  
o If an interviewer says not to follow-up with a call, that‟s ok, it‟s their process and 
not necessarily a statement of how they felt about your interview.  
o Talk with people in the industry to learn more about how they got where they 
are today. 
o Have fun!! This is a very exciting time in life; be sure to enjoy yourself!  
 
********************************************* 
This Month’s Poll – Must Read?  
Have you recently read an industry book you‟d recommend? What is the most 
memorable book not related to the industry you‟ve read recently? Email your top 
recommended books – either industry or non-industry – to 
Deirdre.Willits@synapticdigital and we‟ll compile a recommended summer 
reading list for the next newsletter.  
 
************************************************ 
DALLAS PRSA CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Dallas Chapter of PRSA serves more than 300 practitioners of public 
relations in North Texas and is one of the larger local chapters of PRSA in the 
country. The chapter was founded in 1950, just four years after the founding of 
the national society. The chapter provides members with a variety of professional 
services such as the Communicator‟s Job Bank, a monthly newsletter, 
professional development programs, monthly luncheons and college outreach 

mailto:lauren@pharrpr.com
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programs.  
o Connect with us: www.prsadallas.org  
o Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/PRSADallas  
o LinkedIn: search PRSA Dallas Chapter 
o Twitter: @prsadallas  
 
**************************************** 
DFW COMMUNICATORS JOB BANK 
Looking for a job? Need to fill a position? Check out the DFW Communicators 
Job Bank: www.dfwcommunicators.com, a collaborative project providing a single 
source of news, jobs, events and freelance listings for all sponsoring 
organizations.  
 
 

 

If you are not the person named above or otherwise feel you have received this message in error, please let 
us know at PRSA Dallas . 
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