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Issue: #10 October 2011 
 

Dear Dallas PRSA Member,  

  
Welcome to the October Dallas PRSA Newsletter.  Please take a 
moment to complete the member survey about member dues in 
the "Your Insight" section.   
 
We hope to see you at the Communications Summit! Be sure to 
stick around after the event for a networking social hour where 
you can connect with the board about leadership opportunities on 
the board next year, and chat with fellow communicators about 
the sessions.  

  

DIGITAL DFW: October 21, 2011 

 

PRSA Dallas Communications Summit: 
DIGITAL DFW 2011 
WHERE: Where will you be when you register for 
this year's Communication Summit? At your desk? 
Between bites of bagels? Laying in bed tonight? 
During halftime? In the bathroom? Feel free to 
register for this year's communication summit 
anywhere, just make sure you do! 
  
WHEN:  Reserve your spot soon and you will be 
entered into a drawing for a free session with JB Larson 
Photography! 
 

WHY:You are a student looking for an internship. You are a 
recent graduate about to be dumped outside mom and dad's 
door. Your spouse keeps telling you to start your own firm, but 
it's unknown territory. You are an established educator or 
practitioner who feeds off inspiration. You want to hear the 
latest in PR, Marketing, Social Media and Communications 
trends. Your boss is paying! 
  

 

Digital DFW 
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WHERE:  Las Colinas Country Club, Irving, TX 
WHEN:  Friday, October 21st 9am - 5pm 
WHY:  Education, information and networking opportunities   
HOW: Click here to register  
  

THE FIVE: a Q&A spotlight on a member 
 

Malizy Scruggs, 8-year Dallas PRSA member 
Senior Vice President, Open Channels Group 

 

1. What made you decide to get into PR? 

During my freshman year at what is now Texas 
State University, I stumbled upon PR in my intro 
to social work class. The professor was talking 
about advocacy and lobbying. I realized I liked 
the business side of social work m 
ore than the humanity. PR also gives me a chance to combine 
two things I like best - writing and talking. 
  
2. Who (or what) introduced you to Dallas PRSA and about 
how long have you been a part of the chapter?  
I was a member of the University of Texas at Arlington PRSSA 
Chapter and the Dallas Chapter served as our advisor. Members 
of PRSA Dallas would often come speak to our group and invite 
us to the monthly luncheons at Park City Club. But I have to give 
credit to Lyria Howland, Howland PR, for encouraging me to 
become active in the Dallas Chapter. I've been an active member 
since 2003. 
  
3. Any hobbies or quirks to confess? 

I like old things and old eras, especially the 1920's and 1950's so I 
collect vintage dresses, jewelry and accessories. Sometimes I'll 
buy a dress even if I can't wear it. I think I admire the fact that 
people dressed up even if they had nowhere to go. 
  
4. What is your favorite hole-in-the-wall restaurant? (Don't 
forget to tell us where it is located.) 
Right now, I must say Corky's Brick Oven Pizza in Arlington is my 
go-to spot. Pizza is one of my favorite things to eat. Did I mention 
it's BYOB. 
  
5. If you could invite any three people to dinner (past or 
present), who would you choose? 

This is a hard one. I'm hoping the first two are a package deal. I 
would invite my paternal grandparents because they both died 
before I was born. Toni Morrison because she is the first author to 
make me cry and Coco Chanel because she was a fashion 
pioneer from an era I love. 

 

Malizy 

Scruggs 
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BONUS QUESTION: What is the most valuable thing you 
learned at a previous Communications Summit?   
My most valuable takeaway from Communications Summit 
was probably when I was just starting out in PR in 2003. I got a 
chance to interface with journalists at the media roundtables, 
many of whom I admired. I remember thinking, "Wow, they are 
real people and want to be treated as such." That changed my 
approach to dealing with the media.  
  

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

 

Congratulations, members! 
  
Please help us congratulate Stan and Barbara Levenson. For 
nearly five decades of being partners in life and business, Stan 
and Barbara, both CEO's in The Levenson Group of 
Companies,will be inducted into the elite 2011 Southwest 
Advertising Hall of Fame, selected by the American Advertising 
Federation (AAF)! 
   
Chad Sour has recently joined the Golin Harris team as senior 
manager. Way to go Chad! 
  
Amanda Roark was promoted at Great Wolf Resorts.  She will be 
working on the local resort here in Dallas, but she will be moving 
to Wisconsin to fill this role. Congratulations, Amanda! 
 
See the NuPros section below for special recognition of 
our Masters who serve as mentors to the NuPros group.  
  
Get involved by serving on the board!  Contact Rachel Hedstrom 

at rachelprsa@gmail.com to learn more.  
  

We want your news! Please send any news you have to 
 Leah@PharrPR.com.  
  

SAVE THE DATE: upcoming events and 

opportunities  

October 18: Freelance Alliance Happy Hour    
Join the Freelance Alliance at happy hour Tuesday, October 18, 
at Blue Mesa Grill in Addison.  
 
Kick back with your friends, meet fun new freelancers and enjoy 
the fine beverages and food served by Blue Mesa Grill. 5100 Belt 
Line, Addison, TX 75254.  (972) 934-0165 
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For more information, please contact Richard A. Solomon 
atrxsolomon@gmail.com. 

 
The Freelance Alliance is an umbrella organization created to 
better serve independent professionals by resource sharing 
between the Dallas chapters of The Association for Women 
in Communications (AWC) (www.awcdallas.com ), 
International Association of Business Communicators (IABC) 
(dallas.iabc.com ) and the Public Relations Society of 
America (PRSA) (www.prsadallas.org).     

  
October 19: Online Marketing and Social Media Crash 
Course   
Join Entrepreneur Magazine on October 19 at the 
InterContinental Dallas for a complimentary breakfast seminar, 
"Online Marketing and Social Media Crash Course."  In small and 
large businesses today it is essential for PR professionals to have 
a social media plan in order to grow.  Discover how to affordably 
harness the power of the Internet to get your business found 
online, engage new customers with your brand and keep old ones 
coming back. This FREE seminar will show you everything you 
need, from the must-have tools and technologies to the most 
effective ways to use them now. Starr Hall, a social media expert, 
will be giving a social media crash course on how to:  

 Optimize your website to convert more visitors to 

customers 

 Make and keep valuable connections via Facebook and 

Twitter 

 Use key metrics to gauge the effectiveness of your 
online marketing 

To register for this free event, go to: 

http://www.entrepreneur.com/events/bizsuccess/ 

  

October 21: PRSA Dallas Communications Summit: DIGITAL 
DFW 2011. 
  
A full speaker schedule will cover a broad range of topics, from 
the sometimes dizzying pace of social media to the daily grind of 
firms and freelancers and many topics in-between.    
Whether you are stuck using traditional promotional means, are 
social media savvy, or find yourself somewhere in between, you 
will be mesmerized by the breakfast keynote speaker Shama 
Kabani, president of The Marketing Zen Group and author of The 
Zen of Social Media Marketing, who will kick-off the day's digital 
dialogue. In fact, Shama is blogging for Portfolio.com from Egypt. 
She is a part of a delegation sent to mentor young Egyptians as 
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they set out to create new businesses. Be "in the know" and learn 
about Shama's travels here. Now you're armed with some good 
"networking chatter" when you are schmoozing with Shama. 
You're welcome! 
 
Kevin Sullivan, president of Kevin Sullivan Communications, is 
sure to land a slam-dunk as the lunchtime keynote speaker. He 
spent 18 years with the Dallas Mavericks organization, worked as 
vice president of communications for NBC Sports and as 
assistant secretary for communications at the U.S. Department of 
Education. Most impressively, Sullivan was appointed by 
President George W. Bush to serve in communications at the 
White House.  
  
If you have yet to attend the annual summit, you can expect 
networking nirvana along with PR current events crash courses. If 
you have attended in the past, join us for a fresh line-up of 
sessions with the addition of a social hour at the end of the day!  
  
Register today! 
  
Planning is underway and we are excited about making this one 
of the best summits ever!  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Please 
contact event co-chairs Rosalynn Vasquez 
(rosalynn_vasquez@yahoo.com) or Kai Stansberry 
(kai@kaistansberrypr.com ) for further details on how to get 
involved. 
  

November 10: Monthly Luncheon 

Save the date for next month's luncheon! 
Topic: Media Savvy Litigation in the Internet Age 

Speaker: David Margulies, President at Margulies 
Communications Group 

Look for additional details online and in the next newsletter.  
  

APR MESSAGE 

 

Want your APR paid for? Here's your chance! 
  
Becoming Accredited in Public Relations (APR) strengthens your 
career, your expertise and the financial benefits can be 
immediate. 
  
The PRSA Dallas chapter offers two $300 scholarships to 
members who successfully complete the APR process. (Still up in 
the air as of October 4) 

 Additionally, the Southwest District now offers 10 $100 
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scholarships, and  
 National PRSA offers a $100 rebate to those who become 

Accredited. 

The Dallas chapter has a variety of programs to help you attain 
APR status.  Contact APR chair Rand LaVonn for details at 
Rand.LaVonn@AtmosEnergy.com.  
  

THIS MONTH IN SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

October Special Events 

Here are just a few of the special topics tied to October, as 
featured in Chase's Calendar of Events.   

 Animal Safety and Protection Month 
 Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
 Car Care Month   
 Celebrating the Bilingual Child Month 
 Celiac Disease Awareness Month 
 Chiropractic Month 
 Crime Prevention Month 
 Cyber Security Awareness Month 
 Dental Hygiene Month 
 Depression Education and Awareness Month 
 Domestic Violence Awareness Month    
 Down Syndrome Awareness Month 
 Emotional Wellness Month 
 Financial Planning Month   
 Gay and Lesbian History Month 
 German-American Heritage Month 
 Health Literacy Month 
 Liver Awareness Month 
 Long-Term Care Planning Month 
 Menopause Month 
 Photographer Appreciation Month 
 Physical Therapy Month 
 Polish-American Heritage Month 
 Rett Syndrome Awareness Month 
 Self-Promotion Month 
 Strategic Planning Month 
 Workplace Politics Awareness Month 

See more special events here.  

NuPros NEWS 
 

Masters Who Serve as Mentors 
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We would like to acknowledge Dallas PRSA Masters who 
served as mentors to our chapter's NuPros last year (August 
2010-2011): Gregg Shields, Bill Kula, Joe Stroop, Morgan Lyons, 
Barbara Hyman, Beth Ann Black, Blake Lewis, Karen Carrera, 
Lisa Vazquez, Dave Dunnigan, Steve Lee, Jim Haynes, Liz 
Oliphant, Margaret Jarvis, Heather Himes and Ginger Porter. 
  
And an advance salute to the Masters who are mentoring 
NuPros this year (August 2011-2012): Joe Stroop, Morgan 
Lyons, Jackson Harrell, John Polivka, Marilyn Pippin, Rand 
LaVonn, Gail Chandler, Steve Lee, Jeff Smith and Nancy Voith. 
Here's to another great year!  
  

NuPRos was created for practitioners who have been in the public 
relations industry less than five years and provides opportunities 
for networking and professional development. On the third 
Thursday each month, NuPRos hosts a senior-level professional 
to share his or her knowledge and expertise in the field of public 
relations. Membership is free, and attendance to events is open to 
the general public.  
  

If you are interested in getting more involved and rubbing elbows 
with this group of young PR execs, please contact Lauren 
Venegas at Lauren@PharrPR.com. And of course, the NuPros 
Twitter feed will keep you in the loop with upcoming networking 
opportunities. Follow @dallasnupros. 
  

YOUR INSIGHT 

 

Member Dues Survey 

  

Please take a moment to complete this Assembly Delegate 
survey on the topic of a member dues increase.  Please complete 
by October 12: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PRSADallas  

  

Share Your Insight! Do you have information you'd like to 
include in a future newsletter?  Are you interested in providing a 
short review of a recent industry event you've attended?  Please 
let Deirdre know about any special events or awareness days you 
are celebrating, or share a short overview of an event by emailing 
her at Deirdre.Willits@SynapticDigital.com.   
  

DFW COMMUNICATORS JOB BANK 

 

Looking for a job? Need to fill a position? 
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Check out the DFW Communicators Job Bank, a collaborative 
project providing a single source of news, jobs, events and 
freelance listings for all sponsoring organizations.   
  

 

ABOUT THE DALLAS CHAPTER OF PRSA    

The Dallas Chapter of PRSA serves more than 300 practitioners 
of public relations in North Texas.  The chapter was founded in 
1950, just three years after the founding of the national society.  
The chapter provides members with a variety of professional 
networking opportunities and services, such as the 
Communicator's Job Bank, a monthly newsletter, professional 
development programs, monthly luncheons and college outreach 
programs.    

 Connect with us: www.prsadallas.org  
 Facebook: PRSA Dallas on Facebook  
 LinkedIn: PRSA Dallas Chapter on LinkedIn  
 Twitter: @prsadallas  
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