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Welcome to the April 2012 PRSA Dallas Newsletter. April is 
Accreditation Month, and we have several exciting events on the 
calendar.  In this issue, be sure to check out our very first Mentor Match 
Game, featuring Morgan Lyons and Lauren Venegas.   
  
Thanks to everyone who participated in Pro-Am Day last month! Read 
about it here, or watch the Pro-Am Day video, created by PRSA Dallas 
member Regina Burns, Harvest Reapers Communications. 
  
We hope to see you at an upcoming event!  
  

MONTHLY EVENT: April 12, 2012 
 

  
"Maximizing the Partnership Between Investor Relations and 
Communications" 
   
Publicly traded companies face a wide range of challenges from a variety of 
audiences and stakeholders. How can their public relations and investor 
relations teams collaborate to maximize impact? What are the risks of not 
working together? Listen in as QMobius' senior counselors - Jeff Baum, the 
former head of global communications at EDS, and Bob Johnson, the former 
head of investor relations at JCPenney - tackle these questions and many more 
during April's panel discussion. 

 
You will learn about: 
- PR and IR challenges from the perspectives of their leaders 
- How PR and IR professionals can maximize their collaboration 
- How the PR and IR partnership varies in reactive and proactive 
situations 
  

Register today on the PRSA Dallas website!  
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THE FIVE: a Q&A spotlight on a member 

  
Wayne Larson, APR- PRSA Dallas member for two years 
Manager of Communications and Marketing, City of Mesquite 
  
1. What made you decide to get into PR? 
  
I went to the University of Central Florida with the 
intent of studying video radio/TV and getting into 
video production at the new Universal Studios in 
Orlando. However, it was an internship my junior 
year at the Central Florida Fairgrounds that opened 
my eyes to the diverse and exciting world of "PR."  
  
2. What is the first PR job or client account you 
ever worked on? 
  
In 1991, I started my first job out of college as the Special Events 
Coordinator for the City of Kissimmee, FL. 
  
3. What do you value the most about being part of PRSA Dallas 
and/or how has it helped you in your career path? 
  
Being new to DFW, it has provided me an environment to organically 
meet my fellow professionals from so many different PR fields and 
accelerate my understanding of the region. 
  
4. Any hobbies or quirks to confess? 
  
I am a Madden football video game junkie. 
  
5. What is on your coffee table? 
  
A coffee table book. (I'm a big Seinfeld fan). 
  
  

 

Wayne Larson 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 
 

Congratulations, members! 
  
Decima Cooper has been promoted to Director of Public Relations and 
Communications for the Arlington Convention & Visitor's Bureau. 
Congrats, Decima!  
  
Chase York has been appointed to the  National Advisory Board for the 
Texas Tech University College of Mass Communications. Wreck 'em, 
Chase! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tGLqgTD5z_4KtOndA7aDjt0ChPfoL4XkyFMVbW91Zx4x3b-SAdLYP_GpLwweTjJ7SYjLZmFNpLOenO9bPB6uAfUE_Fx1Fk4ruDXS0kDsqcMfeeD1NtLJ5PODi5eGTCmjeeKjxJSCFc4=�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tGLqgTD5z_4KtOndA7aDjt0ChPfoL4XkyFMVbW91Zx4x3b-SAdLYP_GpLwweTjJ7SYjLZmFNpLOenO9bPB6uATw3P-lngvADUNCBnL_Lxr9CEUhnGhnhKwlO_pOESe4Ik4S3p3WLaUXkU-YPkfCfyQ==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tGLqgTD5z_4KtOndA7aDjt0ChPfoL4XkyFMVbW91Zx4x3b-SAdLYP_GpLwweTjJ7SYjLZmFNpLOenO9bPB6uAfUE_Fx1Fk4ruDXS0kDsqcMgi0Oq7hqNnodb2Pv5d2b-hUuh0Xl2Dn8=�


  
 
 
We want your news! Please send any news you have to 
cchesner@lewispublicrelations.com.    
  
Get involved by serving on a committee!  Contact Christy Baily-Byers 
at cbyers@abhes.org to learn more. 

SAVE THE DATE: upcoming events and opportunities 
 

 
April 3, 2012: Dallas Content Marketing and Communications 
Leadership Forum 

  
Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
The City Club; 901 Main Street; Suite 6900 
Bank of America Plaza; Dallas, Texas 75202 
Registration Fee: $75.00     
  
PR Newswire, in cooperation with Business Development Institute, 
presents the Dallas Content Marketing and Communications Leadership 
Forum, a gathering of senior marketing and communications executives 
from leading brands and agencies.  
 
This half-day conference will feature case studies and insightful 
examples of how organizations effectively connect with customers, 
prospects, partners, and members of the media through a 360-degree 
approach to content marketing.  
 
Join thought leaders from today's top companies as we discuss: 

• The key fundamentals of an agile approach to communications 
• How brands are effectively using content strategy and content 

marketing to attract and retain customers and prospects 
• Best practices for curating and distributing content via multiple 

channels 
• How organizations are measuring their content marketing and 

communications strategy 
• Ways in which communicators are engaging their key audiences 

through social media  

For additional information, including registration, please click here to visit 
the event website.    
  
April 11-13, 2012: 2012 Southwest District Conference 
  
April 11-13, 2012 
Tulsa, OK 
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Dissect the response effort to Joplin's devastating tornado, take a peek 
inside the social media efforts of Sam's Club and understand how to 
communicate on even the most complex topics. In a time when working 
in PR is a world of chaos, this may be the last conference you'll ever 
need. 
   
View the full conference schedule, get additional conference 
information or register today atwww.prsaswconf.org.   
  
April 12, 2012: PRSA Dallas Monthly Luncheon 
  
Save the Date! Details included above and on the website.  
  
April 17, 2012: Freelance Alliance Brown Bag Lunch 
  
Tuesday, April 17, 2012, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
North Dallas Chamber of Commerce 
10707 Preston Road, Dallas, TX 75230 Google Map 
  
"Working with Virtual Agencies" 
Join us to learn more about virtual agencies -- our expert panelists will 
explain what virtual agencies are, how to find them and how to work with 
them. 
   
Price: Free for members of PRSA, AWC and IABC; $10 for guests and 
non-members   
 
Contact Richard A. Solomon (rxsolomon@gmail.com) with your 
questions. 
 
May 10, 2012: PRSA Dallas Monthly Luncheon 

  
Save the Date! Details included in future newsletters and on the 
website.  
  
Do you know about an industry event you'd like featured in the 
newsletter?  Please email the 2012 Newsletter Chair, Christi Chesner.   

APR MESSAGE 
 

  
PRSA has designated April as Accreditation Month. Members can 
learn more about APR through many special events, including: 
  

• APR Boot Camp Seminar- April 11-14 
• Accreditation Power Play Webinar - April 19; 3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

EDT 
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• Free Online Course Open House - April 24 (for potential 
candidates; APR chairs invited to participate) 

• Free On Demand Webinars:  
o Knowing Your Business is Good PR  
o Getting Ready for the Readiness Review 

•  "Invite-a-Peer" tools to help spread the word about APR 

Ready to get the process started? Email Reace Alvarenga Smith, APR, 
at reacea@yahoo.com. 

THIS MONTH IN SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

April Special Events 
Here are just a few of the special topics tied to April, as featured in 
Chase's Calendar of Events.    

• Autism Awareness Month, Natl 
• Car Care Month 
• Child Abuse Prevention Month, Natl 
• Donate Life Month, Natl 
• Jazz Appreciation Month 
• Physical Wellness Month 
• Poetry Month, Natl 
• Prevention of Animal Cruelty Month 
• Rosacea Awareness Month   
• Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, Natl   
• Stress Awareness Month 
• Women's Eye Health and Safety Month 
• Workplace Conflict Awareness Month 

Look ahead to future monthly special events here.  

NuPRos NEWS  
  
The NuPros committee would like to sincerely thank the PRSA Masters 
for attending the mixer on March 14 at Vapiano in Mockingbird Station. 
We had a great time hearing from the best and most experienced PR 
pros in Dallas! 

Stay tuned for news of our next networking event and a media panel at 
the start of summer. And of course, don't forget to follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter @DallasNuPros. 

 

DFW COMMUNICATORS JOB BANK 
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Looking for a job? Need to fill a position? 
  

Check out the DFW Communicators Job Bank, a collaborative project 
providing a single source of news, jobs, events and freelance listings for 
all sponsoring organizations.     
 
 

Mentor Match Game 
 

  

Morgan Lyons and Lauren Venegas - 
Matched 2010 - 2011 
Are They The "Perfect Mentor Match?" 
  
Read on to find out and check their compatibility score. 

 

Morgan and Lauren 

  
Morgan: What was your first impression of Lauren? 
She went to Baylor so she's clearly wise beyond her years. 
  
Lauren: What was your first impression of Morgan? 
A wisecrack! I thought he was lots of fun and easy to talk with. I knew I 
could instantly trust him when I found out he was a fellow Baylor Bear. 
(Sic 'em!) 
  
Morgan: What was your favorite part of the mentoring program? 
Being energized by her enthusiasm for the practice of PR. 
  
Lauren: What PR lessons (or even life lessons) did Morgan impart? 
Never stop learning and growing. Learn as much as you can about any 
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area you have interest in. Don't be easily discouraged - focus on turning 
challenges into opportunities, and always hold your head high. 

  
Morgan: List three traits about Lauren that you admire most. 
1. Smart and quick study. 
2. Curious about the practice and just stuff in general. 
3. Properly twisted sense of humor. She either gets my jokes or is 
much too nice to nod off during them.  
   
 Lauren: List three traits about Morgan that you admire most. 
1. His ability to handle major crises and still maintain his sanity. 
2. His wit and sense of humor in every situation - and his ability to make 
just about anyone laugh.  
3. His generosity - with his demanding job and other responsibilities, he 
still took the time out to meet with me regularly and was always a phone 
call away. 
  
Morgan: Can you teach an "old dog" new tricks? If so, what tricks 
did Lauren teach you? 
See "favorite part" above. Mainly just to stay open to different ways of 
approaching problems. And yes, I'm old.  
  
Lauren: Why do you feel the mentoring program is valuable? 
The NuPros/Masters mentoring program is valuable because it fosters 
the much-needed relationship between the young professional just 
starting out in his/her career, and the experienced PR pro. The mentor 
shares business and life experiences, skill and philosophy, and guides 
the mentee. You get out of it what you put in to the relationship. Morgan 
was not only valuable for periodic advice on varying situations, but he 
was also able to give me the wider perspective and ask the difficult 
questions - what are your career goals? What's your strategy on getting 
there? How are you preparing for that now?   
  
Morgan: In your role as mentor, name a challenge you overcame. 
There's no specific issue, but the general theme was just navigating the 
whole aspect of learning a new career and balancing that with having a 
life. I hope she'll tell me what that's like when she figures it out because 
I'm not sure I really know about the balance thing. 
  
Lauren: In your role as a mentee, name a challenge you overcame. 
Completing my homework! Morgan would always leave me with some 
sort of "mission" at the end - whether it was to look into grad school 
classes I casually mentioned, exercise writing better pitches or to focus 
on long-term goals. As soon as I realized how beneficial it was, I had no 
problem completing the task! 
  
TRIVIA TIME...Morgan, you go first! 
  
Morgan: Where is Lauren from? 
ML: St. Louis, primarily. CORRECT! 



LV: Air Force brat...born in upstate New York, although I claim St. Louis. 
There are quite a few answers that could be correct!   
  
Morgan: Does Lauren own a dog or a cat? 
ML: Don't believe so unless one has popped in lately. Does have a 
roommate since she moved a few months back. CORRECT! 
LV: None of my own in Dallas 
  
Morgan: How many brothers/sisters does Lauren have? 
ML: Not sure of the number but she's not an only. HALF CREDIT...           
LV: I grew up as an only child but I have a half sister ten years old than 
me. Either answer would technically be correct!  
  
Morgan: If Lauren wasn't in PR, what would her dream job be? 
ML: It's probably not a basketball player, but I don't think that ever came 
up. She really seems to like this goofy business. WRONG...SORRY YOU 
NEVER TALKED ABOUT IT! 
LV: Very random jobs unrelated to PR that most would not be able to 
guess... 
1. Counselor 
2. Documentary filmmaker 
3. Owner of an antique/consignment shop 
  

Lauren, you're up. Good luck! 

Lauren: What was Morgan's first job in the communications field? 
LV: Not sure about this one...but I do know that one of his first positions 
was at a small agency before he crossed over! WRONG...REMEMBER 
THIS ONE NEXT TIME! 
ML: Broadcast news. She probably doesn't know I worked my way 
through college doing that, but I think she knows I used to do that. 
  
Lauren: How many kids does Morgan have? 
LV: One son. CORRECT! 
ML: One human (not counting my recently acquired daughter-in-law). 
One dog. The human male typically comes in 3rd on my list of preferred 
children. 
  
Lauren: How many brothers/sisters does Morgan have? 
LV: Not sure...but I know his wife is an only child. That counts for 
something I know in the sibling category! HALF CREDIT... 
ML: I'm an only, son of an only, married to an only with an only. It's an 
odd pathology but it's ours. 
  
Lauren: What did Morgan want to be when he grew up? 
LV: I think he's still asking himself that same question now! CORRECT! 
ML: He has no plans to grow up. 
  
COMPATIBILITY: 80% 
YOUR MATCH WAS A SUCCESS 

 



ABOUT THE DALLAS CHAPTER OF PRSA    
The Dallas Chapter of PRSA serves more than 300 practitioners of 
public relations in North Texas.  The chapter was founded in 1950, just 
three years after the founding of the national society.  The chapter 
provides members with a variety of professional networking opportunities 
and services, such as the Communicator's Job Bank, a monthly 
newsletter, professional development programs, monthly luncheons, 
mentoring programs and college outreach programs.    

• Connect with us: www.prsadallas.org 
• Facebook: PRSA Dallas on Facebook 
• LinkedIn: PRSA Dallas Chapter on LinkedIn  
• Twitter: @prsadallas  
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